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Open letter to the Minister of
Agriculture on the caging of hens

All animals deserve a life worth living, and hens are no exception.
Confining hens in colony cages is not only cruel but is also completely unnecessary.

Hens are intelligent, curious and socially complex birds, and like all animals, they have natural
behavioural needs. In an outdoor environment, a hen will spend her days scratching at the earth,
searching for food, dust bathing, stretching her wings and basking in the sun.

Over 1.2 million hens are confined in colony cages in Aotearoa. These cages directly breach the
Animal Welfare Act 1999 which requires that the physical, health and behavioural needs of animals be
met. The overcrowded conditions of colony cages prevent hens from displaying normal patterns of
behaviour and living a life free of unnecessary pain.

The names below represent over 250 New Zealand veterinary professionals who are speaking out
in support of hens to ban colony cages.

It’s time for our politicians to put the chicken before the egg and finally make caging hens illegal
in New Zealand.

For the animals, CSupport the veterinary professionals call for a ban here)
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